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1. Borders? 
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 PHYSICAL-NATURAL BORDERS 
  

 ISSUE: ACCESSIBILITY 
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 POLITICAL BORDERS (SOFT/HARD) 
  

 ISSUE: GOVERNANCE/ACCESSIBILITY 
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 LINGUISTIC BORDERS  
  

 ISSUE: COMMUNICATION 

Willkommen! Bienvenue! 
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 CULTURAL BORDERS 
  

 ISSUE: UNDERSTANDING, COOPERATION 
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• Borders create discontinuities, hindering the free flow of 
people, services and goods.  

• Discontinuity of governmental/administrative systems has high 
impact for emergency response and prevention across borders 

• Different types of borders and border obstacles often 
coincide. Citizens and businesses in border areas usually 
face a combination of obstacles.  

• Natural borders areas often constitute vulnerable environments 
with high risks. 

• Combined with administrative/legal obstacles, both the prevention 
of disasters and emergency response are more complex than in 
national settings 

• Particular role for the EU in addressing cross-border risk 
management issues.  

Implications 
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2. EU Cohesion policy  
and cross-border action  
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• €352 billion of EU funds available for smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth and jobs under EU cohesion policy (2014-
2020).  

• Thematic objective 5: Climate change adaptation and risk 
prevention and management, with 2 investment priorities: 

• Supporting investment for adaptation to climate change, 
including ecosystem-based approaches;  

• Promoting investment to address specific risks, ensuring 
disaster resilience and developing disaster management 
systems; 

EU cohesion policy  

and disaster risk management 
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• Significant funds available to climate change adaptation 
and risk prevention and management 

• Funding for prevention and response actions 

• Funding in other priority areas to increase Europe's resilience 
to disasters. This includes, among others, funding for 
innovation, for energy efficiency (e.g. insulation of buildings 
protect against heatwaves), for water management (e.g. flood 
protection) or for institutional assistance in cross-border 
regions) 

• EU Solidarity Fund 

• Around 7,1 billion in 20 Member States 

• Between 0.3% (BE) and 5.2% (SK) of the budget allocations 

 

 

EU cohesion policy  

and disaster risk management 
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• Three strands of funding:  

• Cross-border, trans-national and interregional  

• budget around € 10.1 bn. 

• no ex-ante conditionalities 

• Investment and successful projects since 1989 

• 2014-2020 programming:  

• Interreg V: € 457 mio. in 23 programmes  

• Cross-Border programmes: € 390 mio in 18/56 programmes 

• Further investment through other thematic objectives (esp. 1, 6, 11) 

• Close link to macro-regional strategies 

 

Focus on cross-border action - Interreg 
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• Investment:  

• Prevention (floods, forest fires, landslides) - green infrastructure 

• Research, early warning and emergency response  facilities 

• … 

• Soft actions 

• Coordination of services and institutions for risk prevention and 
emergency response (fire brigades, police etc) 

• Research on disasters and vulnerability 

• Language learning 

• Cooperation in spatial/land-use planning 

• … 

 

 

Scope of cross-border action 
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Projects financed in the 2007-2013 period 
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Projects financed in the 2007-2013 period 
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3. Looking ahead 
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EU FUNDING, INCENTIVES 

POLICY MEASURES, REGULATION 
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CROSS-BORDER REVIEW 

INVENTORY OF LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
OBSTACLES IN EU BORDER REGIONS 
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CROSS-BORDER REVIEW 

STAKEHOLDER DIALOGUE  
WORKSHOPS 
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Cross-Border Review Page 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/inforegio/interreg 
 

https://twitter.com/Regio_InterregA 
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