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Regional and national spatial planning: new
challenges and new opportunities

Contributions from ESPON research

Venue: Paris, France

Time and date:

10.00-16.30

28" March 2018

Location
Venue: UMS RIATE, University Paris-Diderot, Batiment Olympe de Gouges,
8 place Paul Ricoeur, 75013 Paris?
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RIATE is in walking distance from:

e Metro line 14: Stop ‘Bibliothéque Francois Mitterrand’,
e RER C: Stop ‘Bibliothéque Francgois Mitterrand’
e Tram 3a: Stop ‘Avenue de France’

Hotels

Paris is not short of hotels but the 13th arrondissement is less touristic so less nearby choice
but these two three-star hotels are nearby:

https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-7976-ibis-styles-paris-tolbiac-bibliotheque/index.shtml

https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-9525-ibis-styles-paris-massena-

olympiades/index.shtml

https://www.appartcity.com/fr/destinations/ile-de-france/paris-1/paris-grande-

bibliotheque.html
Type of event: Seminar (up to 40 participants)

Targeted audience: National and regional spatial planning policy-makers and practitioners,
implementing authorities, regional and local policy-makers, university academics. The seminar
will be of particular interest to policy makers involved in regional spatial planning and those
interested in the new spatial planning framework for the new French regions.

The seminar is open for all, but has a maximum capacity of 40 participants. Please reserve
early to assure a place. The seminar is free of charge but each participant has to cover
expenses for their own travel arrangements and accommodation. Lunch and coffee will be
provided.

The workshop will be in English and French and interpretation will be provided between these
languages will be provided.

Outline

The ESPON seminar is the first in a series of five events Transnational Outreach events in
West Europe (Benelux, France, Ireland and UK) in 2018 and 2019 examining new
developments in national and regional spatial planning. By linking the five events together,
participants of all five events will gain an excellent overview of both key issues in current
spatial planning theory and practice and related ESPON research.

This first seminar in the series in France will examine the SRADDET ‘Schéma régional
d’aménagement, de développement durable et d’égalité des territoires’ (Regional planning
framework for sustainable development and equality of territorial development). Following the
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law of 7" August 2015 on a new territorial organisation of France, the new French regions now
have until August 2019 to develop a new spatial strategy (the SRADDET) for their region.

The SRADDET will comprise a transversal approach and will contribute to a stronger territorial
coherence. It will also replace and unite existing frameworks and will enable a more holistic
to mobility, the environment, climate change, energy and the reduction of waste.

The law does not prescribe the format of the SRADDET but four major axes are envisaged:
o Areport on the current situation and regional objectives

o Thematic chapters

e A schematic map

e Annexes

The SRADDET will be developed through a series of phases, from the development of regional
objectives, deciding how to develop the strategy, the resulting strategy, consultation with
municipalities and key stakeholders and then a public enquiry and then approval.

This seminar will be an opportunity to present the current French system of regional spatial
planning with a focus on the methodology and the challenges. By involving experts from other
countries, this will enrich the discussions which can be then extended in future ESPON
Transnational Outreach events.

The seminar will use the morning session to outline the methodology of the SRADDET and
identify the key challenges. Two regions will present how they are developing the SRADDET
to give concrete examples of processes and challenges, including on how the cross-border
position of a region is taken into account in the elaboration process of a SRADDET. Experts
from Ireland and the Benelux will be invited to comment on the French system and compare
it with their own experience.

In the afternoon session, three ESPON projects will outline their research:

e COMPASS (Comparative Analysis of Territorial Governance and Spatial Planning

Systems in Europe) https://www.espon.eu/planning-systems

COMPASS examines spatial planning systems across the 28 EU Member States and
identifies the changes in territorial governance and spatial planning systems across
Europe over the past 15 years? Can these changes be attributed to the influence of
macro-level EU directives and policies? COMPASS also identifies the best-practices
for cross-fertilisation of spatial and territorial development policies with EU Cohesion
Policy and advises on how national/regional spatial and territorial development policy
perspectives can be better reflected in Cohesion Policy and other policies at the EU
scale.

o RESSI (Regional strategies for sustainable and inclusive territorial development —
Regional interplay and EU dialogue) https://www.espon.eu/ressi
Governance systems in Europe are changing to become less top down, more flexible,
and involve a wider group of public and private organisations. This raises questions of
interdependencies across levels of governance, and amongst public and private
actors, institutions and organisations. Therefore, there is a need for closer cooperation
with a widening range of public, private, voluntary sector and citizen-led organisations.
However, it is unclear how this new, cooperative and lean governance regime can be
brought into existence. RESSI examines four European study territories, each of which
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is characterised by particular governance tensions in relation to the allocation of
territorial development responsibilities and to the specific characteristics of actors
involved and issues at stake. In each of these contexts there is a growing need for
territorial development strategies involving a variety of stakeholders within and beyond
existing administrative territories. These strategies should complement existing
regional development policies with a multi-level, as well as functional, approach to
sustainable and inclusive territorial development. RESSI can provide insights into how
to promote sustainable and inclusive regional development strategies, identifying good
practices in delivering economic development policies and well-being, identifying
appropriate structures and new forms of cooperation and dialogue especially in non-
metropolitan areas

ACTAREA (Thinking and Planning in Areas of Territorial Cooperation)
https://www.espon.eu/actarea

Based on the Swiss experience in defining the so-called ‘action area’, this project
examines the added value and potentials of new forms of cooperation areas. The main
outcome should be a comparative analysis of existing cooperation areas in Europe,
practical guidance on how to implement and coordinate the implementation of policies
in these areas in relation to existing levels of governance, including examples of
existing good practices. Palicy questions addressed include identifying in which areas
of intervention and political context do “action areas” make sense in the light of
polycentric territorial development and the main topics to be dealt with in these “action
areas”. The project also addresses how these areas become operational in practical
terms and in policy implementation and what governance support they need. The
‘action area’ approach leads to much discussion on the potentials, advantages, risks
and challenges when compared to existing political-administrative entities and also
raises issues of implementation and how they link to existing territorial administrative
areas and governance structures.

Draft agenda

09.00

10.00
10.15

11.00
11.20

Registration and welcome coffee
Plenary Session 1: Introduction to topic
Welcome: Frédéric Santamaria, Deputy Director, RIATE

SRADDET: Regional planning framework for sustainable development and
balanced territorial development

New approaches to regional spatial planning in France — key challenges
Coffee
Plenary session 2: SRADDET — methodology — how to do it

Two French regions present their methodology and challenges and how they

integrate the cross-border dimension within the SRADDET.

12.00

12.30

Panel discussion: Representatives from Belgium, Ireland, Luxembourg, and
Netherlands

Lunch
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13.30 ESPON projects: insights and recommendations

e COMPASS
e RESSI
e ACTAREA

14.30 Coffee

14.50 Group work: key challenges identified and possible solutions

Key issues to take into account for methodology and solutions offered or future
research needed

16.00 Group presentations and feedback

16.15 Conclusions and recommendations: Frédéric Santamaria, Deputy Director,
RIATE

16.30 Close

Registration information

www.espon.eu
Contacts
Paris: Claire. ROSSET@cnrs.fr

ESPON : www.espon.eu
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