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2" inter-institutional conference on EGTC

On 29 March 2012, the European Parliament and the Committtee of the Regions organised the second
inter-institutional conference on the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC), in
collaboration with the European Commission and the Danish Presidency of the Council of the EU.

The Conference took place in the building of the CoR in Brussels. More than 250 participants took
part in the event, co-chaired by Mrs Mercedes Bresso, President of the CoR, and Mrs Danuta
Hlbner, Chair of the European Parliament's Committee on Regional Development. The European
Commission was represented by the Commissioner Mr Johannes Hahn who intervened via video-
message and by Mr Nicholas Martyn, Deputy Director-General of DG REGIO. The speakers
included the rapporteurs on EGTC and other Members of the European Parliament and of the CoR,
and the rapporteur in the European Economic and Social Committee. National delegations from 18
Member States and observers from 5 more countries also attended.

The event was moderated by Ms Jackie Davies, EU analyst and commentator.

» Key conclusions:
Among the conference's conclusions, it is worth highlighting the following calls for action:

— The institutions should take action and work together to ensure the rapid adoption of the revised
EGTC Regulation.

— The Committee of the Regions and the European Commission should cooperate to raise
awareness among the European Commission's services regarding the EGTC's added value and
potential.

— The external dimension of the EGTC should be emphasised.

— EGTCs must be made more attractive economically in and terms of taxation and the conditions
for funding them through public-private partnerships improved.

— Simply revising the Regulation is not enough to ensure correct and effective implementation:
there needs to be cooperation with the national authorities of the Member States on these matters.

The revision of the EGTC Regulation is the most urgent of the points raised, because it is essential to
the smooth operation of the groupings currently being set up and for future groupings. This document
must be adopted as soon as possible. The European Parliament, the European Commission, the
Committee of the Regions and the European Economic and Social Committee have consequently
stated a common position, to call on the Council Presidency to speed up adoption of the revised
EGTC Regulation.




> Interventions:

For the Committee of the Regions' President, Ms Mercedes Bresso, 'the EGTCs have been
introduced to respond to concrete needs of cross-border regions and thanks to the strong commitment
of the CoR, they became a reality’. Ms Bresso reiterated that the new EGTC legal framework 'needs to
intervene in a timely and effective manner so we can once again place the Law at the service of
territorial development, and not vice-versa'. She also stressed the importance of the conference to
make progress towards swift inter-institutional consensus on solutions, hoping for the prompt
adoption of the new Regulation.

Ms Danuta Hubner, chair of the REGI committee of the European Parliament, underlined the
importance of the EGTC to bring down barriers in territorial cooperation. 'The EGTC is a highly
efficient instrument for enhanced territorial cooperation, which can help to overcome internal market
barriers' she said. 'It empowers local and regional communities and stimulates growth across
borders'.

Mr Johannes Hahn, Commissioner of Regional Policy, underlined in his video message the key role
played by the CoR in this respect, with the institutional function of mapping and supporting the EGTC
activities.

Afterwards, keynote speeches representing the position of the institutions were delivered.

— Mr Nicholas Martyn, Deputy Director General of DG Regio, presented the proposals of the
European Commission for the new regulation. The first objective is to fix a set of common rules
in order to simplify and clarify the regulatory framework. The second point presented is the
delay taken for authorisation of new Groupings and the proposal of the Commission to establish
the tacit approval after 6 months. Finally, Mr Martyn highlighted the importance of having
flexibility to create Groupings with entities from non-EU countries.

— Mr Joachim Zeller, rapporteur on the proposal of revision of the EGTC Regulation in the
European Parliament, affirmed that the EGTC is a powerful instrument and, that the legislative
procedure on the revision of the EGTC Regulation should be sped up as it does not involve
financial discussion. Mr Zeller pointed out that this instrument is not widely known within the
European Institutions: different EU policies and areas of expertise should be involved in the
future development of the EGTC.

— Mr Michel Delebarre, Chair of the Commission of Territorial Cohesion of the Committee of
the Regions and rapporteur on the proposal of revision of the EGTC Regulation, recommended
the Commission to raise awareness in all its services because the EGTC is a concrete instrument
useful to implement all kind of policies, not only cohesion policy. He also stressed that the
EGTC regulation should be adopted earlier and separately from the rest of the cohesion policy
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package, since it is not part of it. Moreover, he pointed out that not all the member states have
implemented the EGTC Regulation.

— Mr Luis Miguel Pariza Castafios, Councillor at the European Economic and Social Committee
and rapporteur on EGTC, highlighted the role of the EGTC order to implement the Europe 2020
Strategy. Mr Pariza called the European Commission to carry out concrete actions of support
(training, IT assistance) to the Groupings. He also encouraged a stronger participation of the
civil society in the EGTC. Together with all the speakers, he asked for a swift adoption of the
new regulation, whishing that the Danish Presidency should foster the issue of the EGTC in the
agenda of the Council.

During the debate, the following questions were discussed:

— There are great expectations about the Groupings as instrument of management of programmes
and as beneficiaries and intermediate bodies in actions of European Territorial Cooperation.

— Ms Bresso proposed the possibility of having a common model of statutes and convention
agreed by the Member States and the Commission. Mr Martyn was not sure about the feasibility
and considered the possibility of issuing guidelines drawn from the current experience.

— The EGTC is not only an instrument of regional policy but it can be used in other policy areas.

Mr Delebarre closed the Conference stating that Member States have to promote the EGTC and
claiming for the essential role of the EGTC Platform as place for exchange of experiences and
dialogue.






Annual meeting of the EGTC Platform of the Committee of the Regions

The EGTC Platform held its yearly meeting after the interinstitutional conference. The Groupings and
other stakeholders discussed about strategic issues related to their future: Their role in re-activating
the economy and in meeting the objectives of the Strategy Europe 2020, and the future use of the
EGTC beyond the cohesion policy. Including the future participation of entities from outside the EU.

In the opening speech, Mr Gerhard Stahl, Secretary General of the Committee of the Regions, stated
that the ambition on EGTC has increased: it is seen as a potential instrument which has to contribute
to growth and economic development in quite a number of areas. In particular he underlined that there
must be a coordinate effort for awareness raising among the institutions, but also within the member
states and the regions in order to inform and explain the potential of EGTC.

» Workshop 1 - Facing the crisis

Mr José Palma Andreés, Director of Territorial Copoperation in DG Regio, underlined the important
role of the EGTC: For citizens, it can contribute to solve problems related to infrastructures and
services in cross borders areas, often forgotten by Member States; in political terms, EGTC can
associate different administrative levels, realizing systems of multilevel governance. There is a need
of more flexibility and more realism in the management of the EGTC. Also, the EGTC can manage
European programmes, but they will be the Member States to decide about it. He concluded affirming
that the EGTC is an existing reality who needs to be fully developed and consolidated.

Ms Elise Blais, official of the Interact Point Vienna, stated that EGTCs contribute to face financial
crises. They are not able to solve all problems but they help to make problems more visible at national
and European level. She said that the set up of the EGTC should not create too much bureaucracy and
additional organs. Ms Blais called for financial security and long term commitment on the budget for
all members (not a one year perspective like now). She underlined that the proposal for the new
regulation is very helpful, but it needs to be adopted really soon because the framework of the next
programming period is starting already and the ETC programmes need to know that they can use
EGTCs in their new format. She also called for a better tax environment.

Mr Juan José Liron Lago, Director of the EGTC Galicia - Norte de Portugal, presented his
experience of promoting cooperation in all the productive sectors, ‘we do not solve the crisis but help
to overcome it'. He pointed out that EGTC is a very useful instrument to create synergies and to
improve the quality of life of people living in cross border areas, but it needs a stronger support from
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European Institutions. For the next 2014-2020 period, he proposed to introduce positive
discrimination for the EGTC projects, more convergence in financing projects and homogeneous audit

criteria.

Questions for debate:
What is the role of the EU Institutions to support EGTC's? What else can they do?
— For Ms Elise Blais, there is a need for more training and information.

— Mr Gerhard Stahl encouraged regions to build partnership. The ambition of the Europe
2020 Strategy is that it only can succeed if implemented in a decentralised way. Regional
actors have to get involved and they are asked to deliver. The Commission should include the
EGTCs and euroregions as a new dimension of EU policies.

— Mr luliu Bara (Romanian Government) EGTC's are an important instrument of multi-level
governance. He asked if the National Partnership Contracts can include also EGTC.

— Mr José Luis Pascual Criado (EGTC Duero-Douro) stated that the EGTC do not manage
EU programmes or projects because the States do not really want it.

— Mr José Palma Andrés answered that according to the Regulation, the EGTC only can
manage European projects and programmes but the decision is up to the Member States. In
general, much depends still on the Member States. One of the reasons that make it not easy is
that Member States always tend to request more control and audit.

If you have to say one priority that needs be done to ensure that EGTC can really play its role in
terms of meeting the Europe 2020 target and recovery and growth?

— Ms Elise Blais answered that the main priority is the coordination of notification Authorities,
to avoid ping pong between the national authorities and to avoid long processes.

— Mr Juan José Liron Lago said the European Commission has to give political support in
order to avoid Member States' defections.

— For Mr Gerhard Stahl, the first priority is to consolidate what already exists. EGTC can
really show that multilevel governance is something that can work.



» Workshop 2 — The external dimension

The new EGTC regulation opens new perspectives to create Groupings with entities from non-EU
Member States. This workshop debated about current initiatives, the potential of these Groupings, and
the steps necessary to materialize them and to make them operational.

Mr Nuno Teixeira (MEP rapporteur on 'The role of cohesion policy in the Outermost Regions of the
EU in the context of EU 2020") affirmed that the EGTC goes far beyond cohesion policy, contributing
to the implementation of the strategy Europe 2020. Mr Teixeira pointed out that some of the
Outermost Regions are not eligible for cross-border cooperation due to their remoteness. He presented
the experience of the EU Outermost Regions in territorial cooperation and he described the case of the
MAC Programme (Madeira, Azores and Canary Islands) which has strengthened the role of the OMR
as a platform between the EU and the neighbouring countries. He proposed a tailor made approach to
be developed towards OMR, in order to confer special dimension to the EU external action.

Mr Jakub Urbanik, on behalf of the European External Action Service - EEAS, explained the
potential of EGTC in neighbourhood countries. From 2007 there are a set of 13 programmes of cross
border cooperation on the external border of the EU. The new EGTC regulation invites third countries
and the regions to participate in this cross border cooperation. The only concern is that it requires
changes and introduction of special pieces of legislation: these countries need to change their own
internal regulation in order to be part of an EGTC. Concerning what has been achieved so far, he
explained that Hungary has already proposed to extend two EGTC's to the partner countries: one is
with Serbia, the other one with Ukraine.

Mr Martin Guillermo Ramirez, Secretary General of Association of European Border Regions -
AEBR, pointed out that there is a strong interest in European cross border cooperation in
neighbourhood countries. The EGTC has opened new opportunities in third countries, but there are a
lot of difficulties to develop it. There should be more flexibility, interconnection between EU external
policy and the necessity to implement the subsidiarity principle, even outside the EU. He pointed out
two needs for EGTC with third countries: capacity building and small cross-border infrastructures. He
also pointed out the visa issue in order to build EGTC and to allow day-to-day cooperation.

Ms Katalin Készé Dudés, from the EGTC Banat — Triplex Confinium, presented the experience of
this EGTC that plans to include Serbian municipalities. Though some problems with national
governments involved, she said that after the results of the Serbian elections, they will smooth
negotiations and enlarge the EGTC. She highlighted the importance of reassuring people and do not
have fear about this kind of cooperation.
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Questions for debate

What should be one thing that will make the difference in order to ensure that EGTC can really be
used as an instrument of external policy?

Mr Martin Guillermo Ramirez third countries need to introduce changes in their
legislations, the EU has to modify the Regulation, and politicians should believe in it.

Mr Jakub Urbanik highlighted that the regions should come with their own initiative
and they should be willing to create the EGTC. There is still a very strong influence of the
central government: they are a bit afraid to loose a bit of their sovereignty. Capacity
building is also necessary.

Ms Antonia Sabartés, Secretary General of the EGTC Pirineus-Mediterrania, claimed
that the programmes have to be aware of the particularities of the EGTCs. Her Grouping
was excluded of a call in because the seat was not located in an eligible area, although the
territories of implementation of the project were eligible.
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» Workshop 3 — Beyond cohesion policy

The EGTC is not only an instrument of regional policy. This workshop is the first one in an exercise
of "screening" those policies in which the EGTC are active and have more potential and open an
intense dialogue, drawing lessons from the experiences on the ground and thinking forward about how
to improve the action of the Groupings in these fields. The fields chosen have been research policy
and the Single Market.

Mr Finn Lauritzen, director of the @resund Committee, presented the case of the @resund Region
between the cities of Copenhagen and Malmo, which has many years of experience but is not an
EGTC. The Oresund Committee works beyond regional policy, dealing with many issues and in
particular with labour market. The Committee conducts analysis on the labour market, sets up
committees working with unions and enterprises, tries to identify obstacles to the every day
integration of labour market and looks for how to implement solutions.

Ms Ulla Engelmann, Head of Unit in the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission,
explained that for research policy is important to work in network with regions and with other
territorial entities. One concrete example: the scientific support to the EU Danube Strategy (endorsed
last June by EU Council). The JRC is working with local entities, like the scientific academies of the
area. Ms Engelmann presented the smart specialization platform where local and regional authorities,
including EGTC, can register and put and receive information. There should be a joint effort between
Institutions and Groupings in order to increase awareness and communication about the instrument.
EGTC should be seen as stakeholders for the different General Directions.

Mr Olivier Girard, deputy Head of Unit in charge of Single Market Policy in the DG Market of the
European Commission, explained that EGTC can be a good instrument to implement the Single
Market. In particular, the EGTC can be very useful for public procurement at cross border level.
There are still actions to be taken. He mentioned other interesting areas such as the need of
multilingual contact points for public administrations, provision of emergency services, and facilitator
of cross-border employment. He affirmed that EGTC can represent a frontline stakeholder as cross-
border agent in Single Market policy development.

Mr Stef Vande Meulebroucke, Director of EGTC Eurometropolis Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai,
highlighted that this Grouping involves all levels of government and covers all kind of policy areas,
including cross-border investments that need coordination in labour markets. He stated that there is a
problem of access to the resources available and that both cross-border and transnational approaches
are needed. This strategy is not accepted in all policy areas to obtain funds and projects. For Mr
Vande Meulebroucke, the strategy of an EGTC has to be the priority benchmark for the cross border
programmes. He asked for a stronger role of the Platform: it has to be a continuing informing platform
and exchanging experiences between EGTC, and it has to be more active in raising awareness among
services of the European Commission.
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» Conclusions:

One speakers per workshop summarised the conclusions of the conference:

— Workshop 1. Mr Juan José Liron Lago, Director of the EGTC Galicia - Norte de Portugal,
summarised that the EGTCs need to suppress legal and administrative barriers at national
level for a better operation, claiming for more engagement and wondering whether the
Member States blame the Commission and vice-versa. He suggested to create a fund for the
management of projects through the EGTC.

— Workshop 2. Mr Martin Guillermo Ramirez, Secretary General of the AEBR, underline
that the EGTC Platform is becoming a very very useful tool. And that it has to focus on the
variety, durability and visibility of the European territorial cooperation. Regarding the
external dimension of the cooperation, the key factor of success is to promote the mutual
trust.

— Workshop 3. Mr Stef Vande Meulebroucke, Director of the EGTC Eurometropolis Lille-
Kortrijk-Tournai, underlined that the priority of action should be to raise awareness about the
EGTC among all the services the European Commission. The European Commission should
assume explicitly that EGTC is potentially the best tool for multilevel governance. Also the
EGTC Regulation has to be adopted as soon as possible by the Parliament and the Council,
disconnected of the budget regulations.

The constitution of the EGTC Pannon, between HU and SL, was also announced in the meeting.
Notification pending.

Ms Béatrice Taulegne, Deputy Director of the CoR in charge of the EGTC Platform, concluded that
the CoR, the Commission and the European Parliament should make a common front to advocate for
the quick adoption of the revised Regulation on EGTC. The new Regulation is expected to clarify,
facilitate and give continuity to the action of the Groupings. The EGTC implements one of the
political objectives of the CoR, which is the multi-level governance, and it is a key instrument to
implement the Strategy Europe 2020 and therefore to overcome the economic crisis. The promotion of
the EGTC is fundamental to deepen the cross-border cooperation between regions and cities of
Europe. The conference has agreed on clear actions for the future.
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Social networks

The participants in the conference and the public could interact via social networks, mainly facebook
and twitter, where the hashtag was #EGTCconference

This is a summary of the comments and contributions:

The EGTC Platform ought to capitalize the expertise of other cross-border structures that are
not EGTC, like euroregions.

Cross-border cooperation is so different in each case that the one-size-fits-all solution is not
possible and should adapt to, at least, different spaces (like North-West, Mediterranean, Baltic
and Central-Eastern Europe).

Small Groupings are in specific need of EU funding to be able to operate.

Future activities should include the new Regulation on European Territorial Cooperation and
the management of programmes by the EGTC.

In general, the meeting was very appreciated, dynamic, with useful contents and a good
opportunity for networking.

The Groupings call for more opportunities to discuss directly with the Commission and with
MEPs.

Facebook official profile of the Platform: EGTC Platform

Facebook group on EGTC: EGTC — European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation

Twitter: @EGTCplatform
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Thematic exhibition

A thematic exhibition was displayed, explaining what the EGTC is, the current state of play of this

instrument, a comprehensive map edited by the CoR in cooperation with the European Commission

and Eurostat, and including concrete examples of the activities of 12 Groupings.

General panels:

1.
2.
3.
4.

What is an EGTC?
Map of the EGTCs
Role of the CoR

The EGTC Platform

The EGTC on the ground — examples of initiatives:

5.
6.

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Eurometropolis Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai — Catalysing Franco-Belgian energy

Euroregi6 Pirineus-Mediterrania — A shared future

AECT Galicia-Norte de Portugal — Integrating spaces: cross-border challenges of Europe 2020
Ister Granum EGTC — Via recognita

Duero-Douro — Granting sustainability in rural areas

GECT/EGTC West-Vlaanderen / Flandre — Dunkerque — Cote d'Opale — Erasing borders and
writing the future together

Amphicyony — Europe stronger with the Mediterranean
EGTC INTERREG IV A Programme Greater Region
Archimed — Mediterranean islands together for a better future
ZASNET — Two countries, two territories, a shared future
Saar Moselle — Territories in metamorphosis

TRITIA — More opportunities for 8 millions

Virtual visit to the exhibition: http://portal.cor.europa.eu/egtc/en-US/Pages/ExhibitiononEGTC.aspx



http://portal.cor.europa.eu/egtc/en-US/Pages/ExhibitiononEGTC.aspx
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Annex 1. Poster, programme and agenda
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Interinstitutional conference
on the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation

EGTC

'The EGTC — Ready to use'
Thursday 29 March 2012
Brussels. Committee of the Regions,
Rue Belliard 99-101. Room JDE 52. Listening room JDE 51

Languages interpreted: EN — FR — DE — ES — IT — HU, PL passive

AGENDA

09:00-09:30  Registration of the participants

09:30

Welcome and opening

= Ms Mercedes BRESSO, President of the Committee of the Regions of the EU

*  Ms Danuta HUBNER, Chair of the Committee on Regional Development of the European
Parliament

= Mr Johannes HAHN, Commissioner of Regional Policy (video message)

09:55-10:30  Keynote speeches: Position of the institutions

= Mr Nicholas MARTYN, Deputy Director General of DG Regio
* Mr Joachim ZELLER, MEP rapporteur on the proposal of revision of the EGTC
Regulation
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=  Mr Michel DELEBARRE, Chair of the Commission of Territorial Cohesion of the CoR
and rapporteur on the proposal of revision of the EGTC Regulation
*  Mr Luis Miguel PARIZA CASTANOS, Councillor at the European Economic and Social

Committee and rapporteur on the proposal of revision of the EGTC Regulation
Questions to debate:

a) Strategy and perspectives for the EGTC in the horizon 2014-2020
b) The revision of the Regulation (EC) 1082/2006 on EGTC

10:40-11:20  Open floor for representatives of the Member States, Members of the European
Parliament and Members of the Committee of the Regions

11:20-11:30  Conclusions and closing of the conference
Moderated by Ms Jacki DAVIES, EU analyst and commentator.

Contact EP: regi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu; stefan.manev(@europarl.europa.eu
Contact CoR: egtc(@cor.europa.eu; alfonso.alcoleamartinez@cor.europa.cu

e
In collaboration with: m 7n19

Eurnpean
Commission
—


mailto:regi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:stefan.manev@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:egtc@cor.europa.eu
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Committee of the Regions

Annual meeting of the EGTC Platform
‘The EGTC ready to use
State of play and strategies in the perspective 2020

Thursday 29 March 2012
Brussels. Committee of the Regions,
Rue Belliard 99-101. Room JDE 52. Listening room JDE 51

Languages interpreted: EN — FR — DE — ES — IT — HU, PL passive

AGENDA

12:00 Opening of the meeting by Dr Gerhard Stahl, Secretary General of the Committee
of the Regions

12:15 Workshop 1: The EGTC ready to use — Facing the crisis

= Mr Jos¢é PALMA ANDRES. European Commission, DG REGIO, Director
of Territorial Cooperation

= Ms Elise BLAIS, Interact point Vienna

= Mr Juan José LIRON LAGO, EGTC Galicia - Norte de Portugal, Director

= Open debate.
13:00 Lunch in JDE Atrium 5
14:30 Workshop 2: The EGTC ready to use - The external dimension

*  Mr Nuno TEIXEIRA. MEP rapporteur on 'The role of cohesion policy in the Outermost
Regions of the European Union in the context of EU 2020

= Mr Jakub URBANIK. European External Action Service, policy officer
in Neighbourhood Policy
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=  Mr Martin GUILLERMO-RAMIREZ. Association of European Border Regions, Secretary

General
= Ms Katalin DUDAS KOSZO. EGTC Banat — Triplex Confinium

= Open debate.

15:30 Workshop 3: The EGTC ready to use — Beyond cohesion policy

= Ms Ulla ENGELMANN. European Commission, Joint Research Centre. Head
of Unit of Interinstitutionals and Stakeholders Relations

*  Mr Olivier GIRARD. European Commission, DG MARKT, Deputy Head of Unit
of Single Market Policy and Relations with the Council

=  Mr Finn LAURITZEN. @resund Committee, Director

*  Mr Stef Vande MEULEBROUCKE. EGTC Eurometropolis Lille — Kortrijk — Tournai,
Director

= Open debate.

16:15 Conclusions

16:30 Closing of the meeting

Moderated by Ms Jacki DAVIES, EU analyst and commentator.
An exhibition on the EGTC will be displayed in the area JDE Foyer 5™ floor

Contact CoR: egtc(@cor.europa.eu; alfonso.alcoleamartinez@cor.europa.eu



mailto:egtc@cor.europa.eu
mailto:alfonso.alcoleamartinez@cor.europa.eu
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Annex 2. List of participants.

COMITE DES REGIONS - COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS [

«  Mme Mercedes BRESSO (PES/IT), Présidente du Comité des Régions, Conseillere de la Région de Piémont

«  Mr Michel DELEBARRE, (PES/FR), Président de la Commission COTER, Maire de Dunkerque

« Ms Flo CLUCAS (ALDE/UK), Member of Liverpool City Council, President of the Group ALDE, Member of the CoR
< Mr Brian MEANEY (EA/SI), Clare County Council and Mid-West Regional Authority, Coordinator of the Group EA
in COTER, Member of the CoR

Mr Petr OSVALD (PES/UK), Councillor Plzeti, Member of the CoR

Mr Jiiri PIHL (PES/ET), Member of Tallinn City Council, Member of the CoR

Mr Adam STRUZIK (EPP/FR), Marshall of the Mazowsze region, Member of the CoR

Mr Leszek SWIETALSKI (PSE/PL), Mayor of Stare Bogaczowice, Member of the CoR

Mr Jesus GAMALLO ALLER (EPP/ES), Directeur général des Relations extérieures et Relations avec 1'Union
européenne, Alternate Member of the CoR

Mr Esteban MAS PORTELL (EPP/ES), Representative of the Government of the Balearic Islands in Brussels, Alternate
Member of the CoR
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Ms Danuta HUBNER, Présidente de la Commission REGI (Développement Régional), Parlement européen
Mr Miroslav MIKOLASIK, Membre du Parlement européen

Mr Gilles PARGNEAUX, Membre du Parlement européen

Mr Salvador SEDO, Membre du Parlement européen

Mr Nuno TEIXERA, Membre du Parlement européen

Mr Michael THEURER, Membre du Parlement européen

Mr Joachim ZELLER, Membre du Parlement européen

Mr Derek VAUGHAN, Membre du Parlement européen
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| coMMISSION EUROPEENNE - EUROPEAN COMMISSION [

% Mr Nicholas MARTYN, Directeur général adjoint - Développement, Coordination et communication de la politique de
cohésion, DG REGIO, Commission européenne

%  Mr Jos¢ PALMA ANDRES, Directeur - Coopération territoriale, Belgium, France, Irlande, Luxembourg, Royaume-
Uni, DG REGIO, Commission européenne

% Mr Dirk PETERS, DG REGIO, European Commission

% Mr José Antonio RUIZ DE CASAS, DG REGIO, European Commission

% Ms Elisabetta REJA, DG REGIO, European Commission

< Mr Olivier GIRARD, DG MARKT, Deputy Head of Unit of Single Market Policy, European Commission

< Mr Makis TITFESIS, DG MARKT, European Commission

< Ms Ulla ENGELMANN, Head of Unit of Interinstitutional and Stakeholders Relations, Joint Research Centre,
European Commission

% Ms Anna DEREKY, Joint Research Centre, European Commission

< Mr Pierre NICOLAS, Joint Research Centre, European Commission

" SERVICE EUROPEEN POUR L'ACTION EXTERIEURE - EUROPEAN EXTERNAL ACTION SERVICE ||

< Mr Jakub URBANIK, European External Action Service, policy officer, Neighbourhood Policy

" COMITE ECONOMIQUE ET SOCIAL EUROPEEN - EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE ||

% Mr Luis Miguel PARIZA CASTANOS, Membre du Comité Economique et Social Européen

| REPRESENTATIONS NATIONALES - NATIONAL REPRESENTATIONS [
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EU Member States:

0
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Mr Tuliu BARA, conseiller, Ministry of Regional Development and Tourism (Romania)

Mr Antonio CAPONETTO, director, Presidency of the Council of the Ministers - Regional Affairs Department (Italy)
Ms Yordanka CHOBANOVA, regional policy attaché, Permanent Representation of Bulgaria (Bulgarie)

Mr Filip CHYBALSKI, Specialist, Ministry of Regional Development of the Republic of Poland (Pologne)

Mr Stephane COOLS, attaché, Wallonie-Bruxelles International

Mr Jan DE MULDER, public governance counsellor, PermRep Belgium/ Region of Flanders to EU (Belgium)

Ms Johana HELD, first secretary, Permanent Representation fo Poland to the EU

Ms Zuzana HOFERICOVA, Ministry of Transport, Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak Republic

Mr Joke HOFMANS, liaison officer, Liaison agency Flanders-Europe (Belgium)

Ms Melinda HORVATH, Secretary, Permanent Representation of Hungary to the EU

Ms Aurelia ILIE, JHA Counsellor, Permanent Representation of Romania to the EU

Ms Nora IVADY, deputy head of department, Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary

Ms Eleni KANELLI, Permanent Representation of the Republic of Cyprus to the EU

Ms Carolin KETTNER, Permanent Representation of the Federal Republic of Germany to the EU

Ms Mathilde KONSTANTOPOULOU, officer, Ministry for Development, Competitveness and Shipping (Grece)

Mr Edwin LEFEBRE, Deputy director, Flemish Ministry for Homes Affairs (Belgium)

Ms Christine LETON, Directrice de coopération territoriale, Wallonie-Bruxelles International (Belgium)

Christabelle LEWIS, Research Officer for EU Funds, Programmes and Staffing, Permanent Representation of Malta to
the European Union

M. Didier MICHAL, DATAR - Délégation interministérielle a I'aménagement du territoire et a l'attractivité régionale
(France)

Mr Ivo Branimir PIRY, counsellor, Permanent representation of the Republic of Slovenia to the EU

Emilie QUAIX, Juriste, Ministére de 1'Intérieur, de 1'Outre-Mer, des Collectivités Territoriales et de 1'Tmmigration
(France)

% Ms Anca SIMION, counselor responsible for EGTC, Ministry of Regional Development and Tourism (Romania)

«  Mr Jean-Claude SINNER, Director for international and crossboard affairs, Ministry of Sustainable Development and
Infrastructures (Luxemburg)

Mr Julian TALENS, counsellor, Spanish Permanent Representation

Mr Auke VAN DEN GOOT, Ministry of Interior and Kingdom Relations, the Netherlands

Mr Maarten VIDAL, policy-legal advisor, Flemish Department for Foreign Affairs (Belgium)

Mr Estanislau VIDAL-FOCH, counsellor, Spanish Permanent Representation

Ms Alice VYBIRALOVA, programme manager, Ministry for Regional Development of the Czech Republic

Mr Roman ZATKO, counsellor, Permanent Representation of the Slovak Republic ot the EU, Brussels

Ms Claudia ZDRENGHEA, counsellor, Ministry of Regional Development and Tourism (Romania)
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Observers:

% Ms Ines DOMITROVIC, secretary, Mission of Croatia to the EU

®  Mr Adid HADID, Second secretary, Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

< Mr Khalid LAHSAINI, counselor, Mission of the Kingdom of Morocco the the European Union
< Mr Dragan STOJOVIC, Counsellor, Mission of the Republic of Serbia to the EU

GECT -EGTCs "

0
o

Mr Stef VANDE MEULEBROUCKE, Directeur, EGTC Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai

Mr Simon JODOGNE, Directeur p.i. Relations internationales, EGTC Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai

Mr Finn LAURITZEN, Director, Oresund Committee (Denmark)

Ms Griet NOE, Project Manager, EGTC Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai

Mr Peter NAGY, Director, Ister GranumEGTC

Mr Maria Jodo CORREIA, Responsable Marketing & Communication, EGTC Galicia-Norte Portugal
Mr Juan José¢ LIRON LAGO, Secretaire, EGTC Galicia-Norte Portugal

Mr Jambor LAJOS, CEO, UTTS EGTC

Mr Joszef GALYASZ, Conseiller, UTTS EGTC

Ms Francesc de Paula GAMBAS i MILLET, Director General de Relacions Esteriors, Generalitat de Ctalunya, EGTC
Pyrinées-Méditerrannée.

Mr Richard FORRALI, Conseiller, UTTS EGTC

Mr Joszef FEKETE, Executive Director, UTTS EGTC

Mr José Luis PASCUAL CRIADO, Directeur général, EGTC DUERO-DOURO

Ms Ana Belén CEREZO APARICIO, technical staff, EGTC DUERO-DOURO

Ms Kataryna DE FRUYT, co-manager, EGTC West Flanders/Flandre-Dunkerque-Céte d'Opale

Ms Stéphanie VERBEKE, co-directrice, EGTC West Flanders/Flandre-Dunkerque-Cote d'Opale
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Mr Mathieu HENCEVAL, Representation Bruxelles, EGTC Pyrénées-Méditérranée

Ms Antonia SABARTES, Secrétaire général, EGTC Pyrénées-Méditérranée

Mr Jean-Baptiste SCHIBER, European affairs officer, GECT Eurodistrict Strasbourg-Ortenau
Ms Isablle PRIANON, Directrice, Eurodistrict Saarmoselle

Mr Zoltan BARA, directeur, Pons Danubii EGTC

Ms Katalin DUDAS KOSZO, office manager, Banat-Triplex Confinium EGTC

Mr Richard MEERSSCHAERT, project manager- President, EGTC Linieland van Waas en Hulst
Ms Tine DE SCHRY VER, administrative employe, EGTC Linieland van Waas en Hulst

Ms Elena ALBERTI, directrice, EGTC Europaregion Tirol-Alto Adige-Trentino

Ms Hanelore LEITER, secrétariat, EGTC Europaregion Tirol-Alto Adige-Trentino

Mr Jacques AREVALO, coordonnateur, GECT Hopital de Cerdagne

Ms Eva LAMOTHE, chef de Péle transfrontalier, EGTC Espacio Portalet

Mr Rafael HUESO, foreign affairs officer, GECT Aquitaine-Euskadi

Mr Branislav ZACHARIDES, directeur, EGTC TRITIA

Mr Hynek BOHM, consultant, EGTC TRITIA

Mr Joerg SAALBACH, European affairs representative, Verband Region Rhein-Neckar

Ms Pauline PAUPIER, spokesperson, Eurodistrict TransOderana EGTC

Mr Enrico LIPPI, Communications, GECT Bouches de Bonifacio

Mr Sorin TUTUIANU, deputy Mayor, GECT in constitution Megidia-Silistra

AUTORITES LOCALES ET REGIONALES - LOCAL & REGIONAL AUTORITIES ||
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Ms Mariann ALBERT, junior financial manager, INNOVA Eszak-Alfold Regional Innovation Agency (Hungary)
Mr Francesco ATTAGUILE, Directeur général de la Région de Sicile, Affaires extrarégionales (Italy)

Mr Josep ANGUERA, directeur adjoint, Euroinstitut Catald Transfronterer (Spain)

Ms Rune BAKKEVOL, cosneiller, Norh Norway European Office (Norvege)

Ms Nathalie BETEILLES, informatin officer, Corsica EU Office (France)

Mr Marco BOSCOLO, officer, Unioncamere del Veneto-delegazione di Bruxelles (Italy)

Ms Delphine BOURDIN, EU-Policy Officer - President's Cabinet, Communauté urbaine de Dunkerque (France)
Ms Magali BOURTEMBOURG, chargée de mission stratégie transfrontaliere, Agglomération Maubeuge-Val de
Sambre

Mr Patrick BRIERE, directeur relations européennes, Chambre de Commerce et d'Industrie de Région Nord de France
Ms Vesna CAMINADES, Head of Brussels office, Autonomous Province of Bolzano/Bozen South Tyrol

Mr Andrea CASAMENTI, Liaison office of the Autonomous Province of Bolzano/Bozen South Tyrol

Ms Marta CIESIELSKA, main specialist, Marshal's Office of Westpomeranian Region

Mr Miguel Angel CRESPO, cross border delegate, Basque Government

Mr Paul ENGELEN, EU Public affairs officer, Province of Limburg (NL)

Ms Justyna GAJZLER, Marshal's Office of Lower Silesia

Mr Janos GIRAN, chief Mayor's Cabient, Municipality City of Pecs (Hungary)

Mr Athanassios GOUMAS, REGIOEUROPA (Greek local and regional authorities representation)

Mr Nicolas GROSSE, chargé de mission, Préfecture de Région Nord-pas-de-Calais SGAR

Mr Alain GUILLOT-PINGUE, attaché, Walloon Region (Belgium)

Ms Erika JAMBOR, project manager, Hajda-Bihar County Council (Hungary)

Mr Slaven KLOBUCAR, representative, Croatian Panonnia

Mr Oliver KOVACS, Liaison Office of Kosice Region

Mr Peter KOPCO, Liaison Office of Kosice Region

Ms Katarzyna KROKOWSKA, Lower Silesia Regional Office

Ms Katerina KUPECKOVA, section of president's office, Hradec Kralove Regional Authority, Czech Republic
Mr Stefan KUPERS, advisor internationalisation, Provincie Limburg (Belgium)

Ms Agata KUPEC, Podlaskie Regional Office

Mr Pawea KURANT, head of Cross border Marshal's Office of Lower Silesia

Mr Julien LAM, Représentation Midi-Pyrénées Europe

Ms Vanessa LOBO CASAS, EU Policy Officer, Fundacion Galicia Europa

Mr Maurizio LO IACONO, collaboratore, Regione Siciliana — Presidenza (Italy)

Ms Xoana LOPEZ LOPEZ, junior EU affairs officer, Fundacion Galicia Europa (Spain)

Ms Julia MASZCZAK, subinspector in the corss-border cooperation unit, Marshal's Office of Lower Silesia
Ms Gizella MATYAS]I, senior adviser, Representation of Budapest

Ms Elena MENGON, Provincia autonoma di Trento (Italy)

Ms Elena MENGOTTI, Autonomous Region Friuli Venezia Giulia (Italy)

Ms Luciana MILELLA, Puglia Region (Italy)

Ms Simona MINCIONE, Tir. Regional Policy, Regione Campania

Mr Martin MOJZIS, head of office, Liaison office of Kosice Region

Ms Anna MONTANER, Policy Officer, Government of Catalonia
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% Ms Paulina ORREGO, Policy officer, Government of Catalonia - Delegation to the EU

% Mr Bartaomiej OSTROWSKI, director of the unit for International Cooperation and Projects, Marshal's Office of
Lower Silesia

«  Mr Fanourios PANTELOGIANNIS, Head of Brussels Office, Union of Cyprus Municipalities

«  Mr Raffaele PARLANGELI, dirigente, comune di Lecce (Italy)

< Mr Michele PETRACCA, head of support and liaison office for community relations, Regione Molise- representative
office in Brussels

«  Ms Alicia PINTANEL, policy advisor, Aragon Regional Office in Brussels

«  Mr Sylwester POKRYWKA, Inspector, Marshal's Office of Podkarpackie Region

+  Ms Luisa POCLEN,coordiantor, Liaison office of Friuli Venezia Giulia (Italy)

% Mr Xavier POOS, chef de service Développement Economique et relations internationales, Ville d'Esch-sur-Alzette

(France)

Ms Carole PREVOT, Policy Officer, AMF - Association Des Maires De France

Mr Jan PRIBAN, Head of the department of EU Funds and Programs, Regional Authority of Pilsen Region

Ms Ana RAMOS BARBOSA, Director, Fundacion Galicia Europa

Ms Perrine RECOURS-NGUYEN, Project manager, Regional Council of Limousin (France)

Ms Carmen RIERA PALAU, consultant, Centre Balears Europa

Ms Elna ROIG, officer on cross-border cooperation, Generalitat de Catalunya (Spain)

Ms Iva SASINKOVA, Representative, Representation of the South Moravian Region

Ms Honorine SCHWARZ, policy officer, Midi-Pyrénées Europe (France)

Ms Olga SIMEON, policy officer, Liaison Office of Friuli Venezia Giulia (Italy)

Ms Marta SMULKOWSKA, head of office, Lubelskie Regional Office

Ms Mireia SOLE LLORT, policy officer in charge relations COR, Generalitat de Catalunya (Spain)

Mr Michal SZCZEPURA, head of office, Podlaskie Regiona Office

Ms Elena TAGLIANI, Civil servant, Regione Emilia-Romagna (Italy)

Mr Pontus TALBERG, coordinator Trend Analysis, Region Skane

Ms Emmanuelle THEVIGNOT-DUNYACH, directrice de 1'antenne de Bruxelles, Collectivité Territorial de Corse

Mr Jordan THOMAS, desk officer, Saxony Liaison Office (Germany)

Ms Ivana TOMKOVA, representative of the region in Brussels, Hradec Kralove Regional Authority

Mr Robbin VAN DER LINDE, Projectmanager, Energy Valley Foundation (Northern Netherlands)

Mr Gerard VAN GAALEN, senior project manager, East Netherlands Development Agency

Ms Pauline VIANEY, policy officer, Rhone-Alpes Region (France)

Mr Francisco VIGALONDO, representative in Brussels, Aragon Exterior

Mr Augusto VIOLA, Director DC Culture, Sport and International Relations, Region Friuli Venezia Giulia (Italy)

Mr Sergio VITALE, Funzionario Relazioni Internazionali, Regione Campania (Italy)

Ms Malgorzata WASILENKO, director, Reginal Office of the Warmiasko-Mazurskie Voivodeship in Brussels

Ms Ewa WOODS, director, Lower Silesia Regional Office in Brussels

Mr Krzysztof ZARNA, Deputy director, Marshal's Office of Westpomeranian Region

Ms Sophie ZWOSTA, Europabiiro der bayerischen Kommunen (Germany)
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ASSOCIATIONS AND ORGANISATIONS OF SUPPORT ||

Ms Elise BLAIS, Project manager, INTERACT

Mr Bogdan BIRNBAUM, junior project officer, Central European Initiative

Mr Carlo FORTUNA, project manager, Central European Initiative

Mr Martin GUILLERMO RAMIREZ, Secretary General, Association of European Border Regions
Ms Satu HIETANEN, Project manager, INTERACT Point Turku

Mr Michel LAMBLIN, programme director, INTERREG IVC

Mr Hans MOOREN, policy advisor, Benelux Union

Mr Gyula OCSKAY, secretary general, CESCI

Ms Frangoise SCHNEIDER-FRANCALIS, legal officer, Mission Opérationnelle Transfrontaliére
Ms Mariella SMIDS, policy advisor, Benelux Union

Ms Adela SPULBER, policy officer, Mission Opérationnelle Transfrontaliére

Ms Chiara VALDESOLO, programme officer, INTERACT II

Mr Karel VAN DE VELDE, administrator I, Benelux Union

Ms Soraya ZANARDO, Policy assistant coordiantion& governance, EUROCITIES
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SECRETARIAT GENERAL DU COMITE DES REGIONS - COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS GENERAL
SECRETARIAT

% Mr Gerhard STAHL, Secrétaire Général du Comité des Régions
< Mr Gianluca SPINACI, Cabinet de la Présidente
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Mr Santiago MONDRAGON, Cabinet de la Présidente

Mr Filippo TERRUSO, Cabinet de la Présidente

Mr Thomas WOBBEN, Directeur, Dir. E- Politiques Horizontales et Réseaux

Ms Béatrice TAULEGNE, Directrice Adjointe, Dir. E- Politiques Horizontales et Réseaux

Ms Isabelle DIRKX, Cabinet du Secrétaire Général

Mr Reinhold GNAN, Cabinet du Secrétaire Général

Mr Aurel TRANDAFIR, Secrétariat du Groupe PPE

Mr Matthieu HORNUNG, secrétariat du Groupe PSE

Mr Marc NAETHER, Secrétariat du Groupe ALDE

Ms Bogna RODZIEWICZ, Secrétariat du Groupe UEN-AE

Mr Alfonso ALCOLEA MARTINEZ, administrateur GECT, Dir. E- Politiques Horizontales et Réseaux
Mr Ruben ALBA AGUILERA, administrateur Coopératin décentralisée -ARLEM Dir. E- Politiques Horizontales et
Réseaux

MsBeatrice MACIAS LASO, assistante GECT, Dir. E- Politiques Horizontales et Réseaux

Ms Belinda DE RUDDER, assistante Dir. E- Politiques Horizontales et Réseaux

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT - Secretariat and MEP assistants [
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Mr Miguel TELL CREMADES, Head of Unit REGI Committee, European Parliament
Mr Stefan MANEV, Administrator REGI Committee, European Parliament

Ms Ewa HACCZYCK-PLUMLEY, assistante de communication, Parlement européen
Ms Laura BATALLA ADAM, assistante de membre du Parlement européen

Ms Maria DEL PUERTO RODRIGUEZ, assistante de membre du Parlement européen
Ms Sona GASPARIKOVA, assistante de membre du Parlement européen

Mr Abdelhakhim LATTEF, assistant de membre du Parlement européen

Mr Xavier MARTINEZ, assistant de membre du Parlement européen

Mr Lucas REICHEL, assistant de membre du Parlement européen

Ms Marieta TODOROVA, assistante de membre du Parlement européen

Ms Ana ZUSCINOVA, assistante de membre du Parlement européen

AUTRES - OTHERS [
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Ms Barbara BARREIROS, chercheur, NEDAL Universidade do Minho (Portugal)

Mr Alessio BARTOLACELLI, Universita degli Studi di Trento, (Italy)

Mr Michel BEYET, Secrétaire général, CCI ALPMED

Ms Valérie BIOT, Senior researcher-Espon contact point, Université Libre de Bruxelles, IGEAT

Mr Beate CAESAR, student, Technical University of Kaiserslautern (Germany)

Ms Francesca CAVALLO, policy officer, Unioncamere Piemonte

Mr Dominique CHAUSSEC, Secrétaire général, Mouvement Européen France Nord

Mr Pat COLGAN, chief executive, The Special EU Programmes Body

Mr Giulia CONSTANTINO, managing director, IDP European Consultants

Mr Lorenzo CONSTANTINO, managing director, IHF Institut de Haute Formation aux Politiques Communautaires
Mr Samuel CORNELLA, legal/policy advisor, Confcooperative

Mr Jan DIEDRISCHSEN, directeur, FUEN

Ms Stefanie DUHR, associate professor in Spacial Planning in Europe, Radboud University Nijmegen
Ms Marie EVERAT, project officer, Consultancy IDEL

Ms Nadia FALFOUL, Php thesis / Research, University Of Law

Mr Thomas FRIIS-KONST, Vice-President, KEN, Knowledge Economy Network

Ms Mate GJORGIJIEVSKI, transport law expert, South East European Transport Observatory (SEETO)
Mr Manuel GHOERS, chargé de mission, Association Marocaine pour des Ecos-Villes (AMEV)

Mr Pascal ICKX, past Secretary-General 2006-2010, Institut de la Grande Région

Ms Marie-Pierre KALUSOK, charge de la cooperation franco-belge, SGAR Nord-Pas-de-Calais

Ms Charlotte LERAT, EU policy officer, CCI ALPMED

Mr Jacques MALACHE, Senior Director, International PRESS Agency

Mr Patick MAMARQUE, director, SEM INITIALITE

Mr Corrado MARCHETTI, officer coordinator, Unioncamere del Veneto — Delegazione di Bruxelles (Italy)
Mr Kouassi NGORAN, institut IECI

Mr Pierre OBAJTEK, assistant, Conseil européen des Ordres des médecins (CEOM)

Ms Gloria PEASSO, EU liaison officer, APRE

Ms Michela PETRUZZO, EU Policy assistant, CC ALPMED

Ms Monica PLANA, project manager, Euroinstitut Catala Transfronterer (Spain)

Mr Klaus POTTHOFF, consultant, FUEN
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Mr Charles RICQ-CHAPPUIS, Centre d'Observation Européen des Régions (C.0.E.U.R), Suisse
Mr Antonio RODRIGUES, lawyer

Mr Jiirgen SCHOENING, consultant, FUEN

Ms Annachiara STEFANUCCI, communication officer, TECLA Europa

Ms Orsolya SZALAL project coordinator, Empirica Kft. (Hungary)

Ms Alexandra TAMASAN, Consultant

Mr Angelo TEDDE, policy advisor, Unioncamere Brussels office

Ms Maria Laura TRIFILETTI, Researcher, European Academy for education and social research
Ms Johanna WIES, researcher, Fachhochschule Stralsund (Germany)
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Annex 3. Picture gallery of the conference

More than 250 participants took part in the conference, in rooms JDE 52 and 51 of the CoR building
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Podium of the inter-institutional conference. From left to right: Mr Pariza Castafios (EESC), Mr Martyn (EC), Ms Bresso
(Cor), Ms Davies (moderator), Ms Hiibner (EP), Mr Delebarre (CoR) and Mr Zeller (EP)

Mr Delebarre, President of COTER and political coordinator of the EGTC Platform of the CoR
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Ms Danuta Hubner, Chair of the Committee REGI of the European Parliament
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Video-message by the Commissioner of regional policy, Mr Johannes Hahn

CoR member Ms Flo Clucas (UK/ALDE)
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Mr Salvador Seddé, MEP

On the left Mr Gehrard Stahl, Secretary-General of the CoR

Credit photos: © Committee of the Regions of the European Union

More images available in WWW.COr.europa.eu/egtc



http://www.cor.europa.eu/egtc

On 29 april 2012, the European Parliament and the
Committee of the Regions held an interinstitutional
conference on the European Grouping of Territorial
Cooperation (EGTC).

The event welcomed members of the European
Parliament and of the Committee of the Regions,
representatives from the European Commission, the

European Economic and Social Committee, delegations
of |17 Member States plus Croatia, Serbia, FYROM,
Morocco and Jordan, and representatives of EGTC,
euroregions, local and regional authorities, associations
and experts, gathering more than 250 participants.

The conference was followed by the annual meeting
of the EGTC Platform of the Committee of the Regions.

More information including speeches, presentations
and audiovisuals can be found at the tematic portal

www.cor.europa.eul/egtc

The Platform of EGTC of the CoR
can be followed in the social networks

EGTC !g | | @EGTCPlatform
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